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Parents (and Students): 

 

Welcome to AP US History!  I hope you and your family are well.  I’m writing to let you all know about the 

APUSH Summer Assignment—what it looks like, key due dates/deadlines, and hopefully answer questions you 

have surrounding it. 

 

As part of the Summer Assignment (and as something we’ll use all year), I’m going to ask students to purchase a 

review book.  I hope that doesn’t sound too presumptuous, but this is the best review book out there and I have 

successfully used it for many years.   

 

The name of the book is United States History—Preparing for the Advanced Placement Examination, Revised by 

John J. Newman and John M. Schmalbach (order number T168801).  Please use this information to purchase the 

book on your own.  The best place to get it is directly from the publisher (they charge $19.95 + tax & S/H).  

Here’s the website:  https://www.perfectionlearning.com/advanced-placement-united-states-history-4th-edition-

t1688-g.html.  I ask that students get the “Student Edition Softcover” that you choose from the drop-down menu.   
 

Given the relatively short amount of time we have to cover a voluminous amount of material, I’d like students to 

read the opening sections of this review book and complete some activities associated with it that you’ll find 

detailed in this Summer Assignment packet.  Note—to avoid shipping delays, I’ve gone ahead and scanned the 

opening sections of this book that I’d like students to read, and it will be available to them on my Google 

Classroom page (see p. 2 of this packet).  What I’m asking is that all students have this review book by the start of 

the 2021 school year. 

 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS IS 4th Edition/2021 Edition OF THE REVIEW BOOK, ISBN# 978-1-6903-0550-7.  

Know that last year’s students used the 3rd Edition, and this year’s summer assignment is based on the new 4th 

Edition.  Thus, using an older version of the book won’t work.   

 

If you’d rather purchase the book through Amazon or Barnes & Noble, etc., you’re welcome to do so (careful—

make sure it’s the 4th Edition).  However, please note that purchasing this book is essential to completing the 

Summer Assignment, and sometimes these vendors are slow to deliver or more costly. 

 

If purchasing this book is in any way financially problematic please let me know and I’m confident we can work 

something out. 

 

I look forward to working with your children next year!  If you have questions or concerns, please email me at 

rrosch@oconeeschools.org. 

 

  

https://www.perfectionlearning.com/advanced-placement-united-states-history-4th-edition-t1688-g.html
https://www.perfectionlearning.com/advanced-placement-united-states-history-4th-edition-t1688-g.html
mailto:rrosch@oconeeschools.org
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One crucial thing you need to do right now is enroll in my “APUSH 

Summer Assignment” Google Classroom page.  Here are the steps to 

enroll: 

 

1. Get on to Google with your Oconee County 

Schools Google Account.  Make sure to sign in 

with the correct OCS account.  If you don’t 

have an OCS Google account (like let’s say you 

just transferred to OCS), email me at 

rrosch@oconeeschools.org and we’ll talk 

through what to do. 

2. Access Google Classroom by clicking on the 

“waffle” menu at the top right, then clicking 

“Classroom”. 

3. Click “Join class” or the “+” symbol at the top 

right of the page. 

4. Enter the class code from your teacher and click 

Join. 

 

The class code for the APUSH Summer Assignment page is: 

 

nju2clh 
 

Everything you need for the Summer Assignment is there—the reading, 

the questions, etc.   

 

 

If you have trouble please contact me via email or phone (see top of next 

page) and I’ll do my best to help you. 

 
  

Waffle icon, 

then Classroom 

mailto:rrosch@oconeeschools.org
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AP US History Summer Assignment 
 

Part 1:  Using the “Unit 1 Reading” document posted on my Google Classroom page, read Unit 1.  As you 

read, complete the following activities. 

 

1.1 Take notes on the Unit using the outline below (which follows the headings in the text).  Notes must be 

handwritten and will be assessed on the first day of class.  There will be a quiz in the first days of school that 

you can use these notes on.  Note that any section in parentheses (xxx) is not an actual heading, but contains 

worthy information. 

TIP:  As you read and fill in the outline, in your mind use the headings like questions.  For example, when 

you come to the heading “The Rise of Capitalism” think to yourself “HOW and WHY did capitalism 

emerge at this time?”  Then take notes that would answer that question. 
 

 

Unit One Reading Outline 

 

I. Topic 1.2:  Native American Societies Before  

European Contact 

A. (Opening Remarks) 

B. Cultures of Central and South America 

C. Cultures of North America 

1. General Patterns 

2. Language Differences 

3. Southwest Settlements 

4. Northwest Settlements 

5. Great Basin and Great Plains 

6. Mississippi River Valley 

7. Northeast Settlements 

8. Atlantic Seaboard Settlements 

9. Overall Diversity 

II. Topic 1.3:  European Exploration in the Americas 

A. (Opening Remarks) 

B. The European Context for Exploration 

C. Changes in Thought and Technology 

D. Religious Conflict 

1. Catholic Victory in Spain 

2. Protestant Revolt in Northern Europe 

E. Expanding Trade 

1. New Routes 

2. Slave Trading 

F. Developing Nation States 

G. Dividing the Americas 

1. Spanish and Portuguese Claims 

2. English Claims  

3. French Claims 

III. Topic 1.4: Columbian Exchange, Spanish Exploration, 

and Conquest 

A. (Opening Remarks) 

B. Christopher Columbus 

1. Plans to Reach Asia 

C. The Columbian Exchange 

D. The Rise of Capitalism 

IV. Topic 1.5: Labor, Slavery, and Caste in the Spanish 

Colonial System 

A. (Opening Remarks) 

B. Spanish Exploration and Conquest 

1. Conquest 

2. Indian Labor 

3. Enslaved African Labor 

4. African Resistance 

5. Spanish Caste System 

V. Topic 1.6: Cultural Interactions in the Americas 

A. (Opening Remarks) 

B. European Treatment-of Native Americans 

1. In general… 

2. Spanish Policy 

3. English Policy 

4. French Policy 

5. Survival Strategies by Native Americans 

6. The Role of Africans in America 

VI. Topic 2.2: European Colonization in North America 

A. (Opening Remarks) 

B. Spanish Colonies 

C. French Colonies 

D. Dutch Colonies 

E. British Colonies 

 

 

 

  

Rosch Email:  rrosch@oconeeschools.org  Rosch Cell Phone:  706-296-7808 

mailto:rrosch@oconeeschools.org
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READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS!! 
 

1.2 At the end of the Unit 1 Reading, you’ll find a list of key names, events, and terms.  Write a 2-sentence 

explanation of the term.  In sentence 1, write the basic details down (who, what, where, when as applicable).  In 

sentence 2 indicate why the term is important for understanding US History—what significance does the term 

have?  For “significance”, think about both short- and long-term consequences.  Why does the term “matter”, 

what does it lead to?  You may have to be creative in some instances.  Terms will be due on Day 1 of class and 

must be handwritten.  Please just stick with the book on these terms—no need to go above and beyond—

certainly no need to go copy from the internet (which would be plagiarism!).  Lastly, please number your terms 

and underline the actual word you are explaining.  In a few cases terms are lumped together—explain each 

briefly and the significance for the group in general.  AGAIN, THESE TERMS MUST BE HAND 

WRITTEN AND IN BLUE OR BLACK PEN!   

 

1.3, 1.4, & 1.5 On Google Classroom, you’ll find a document entitled “Unit 1 Questions”—multiple choice 

questions (1.3), short answer questions (1.4), and thought questions (1.5).   
 

1.3 There are 14 multiple choice questions that follow the reading.  These are similar to those you’ll see 

on the AP US History exam.  Answer those questions—be sure to number your answers please.  ALL 

YOU NEED TO PUT IS THE LETTER OF THE CORRECT ANSWER—NO NEED TO INCLUDE 

THE TEXT TO THE RIGHT OF THE ANSWER. 

 

1.4 These are “Short Answer Questions”—similar to those you’ll see on the AP US History exam.  

Complete these eight questions.  These often take quite a bit of thought and careful reading of the 

chapter.  Notice that the questions are multi-faceted—be sure to answer all parts of each question using 

complete sentences and complete thoughts.  If you’d like help or advice on answering Short Answer 

Questions, see pp. xxxviii-xxix in the “Introduction” to the Flag Book. 

 

1.5 This is our “Thought Question”.  These come in form of a controversial questions that historians 

have continued to debate over the years.  Here you have an article on Columbus’ place in history, and 

you’re presented with different perspectives on that question.  Read the article and then do the 

following: 

a. Summarize the sides of the debate—in other words why do some think Columbus is a hero and 

others do not.  BE THOROUGH.  There are many arguments to summarize—both for and against 

Columbus.  Where applicable, include specific detail about notable historians or schools of historical 

thought that the article references.   

b. Lastly, conclude with your thoughts—what do you think about this controversial question and 

why?  Should Columbus be honored as a heroic figure with statues erected, or not? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUBMISSION 

For assignments 1.3, 1.4, and 1.5, I’ve created a Google Doc on which you should put 

your answers.  See Google Classroom.  Print your responses, and then bring those to the 

NOHS Front Office by the end of the work day on June 30, 2021.  In the Front 

Office you’ll find a bin labeled “AP US History Summer Work”—place your work in 

there, and take a picture of you doing so.  Send that picture to me via email by June 30, 

2021 (or before) to document you’ve completed this assignment on time.   

 

Note: Late work will be penalized -10% per day for each day after June 30, 2021. 
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1.6 Using the information presented in the Unit One Reading and the blank map below, create a map that indicates where the various 

European powers dominated in the Americas.  The English, Spanish, French, Dutch, Portuguese should each be represented 

separately. Be sure to have a key that explains your map.  This is kind of tricky because you have to read where the Europeans settled, 

and then translate that onto the map.  For example, when the Unit 1 Reading talks about the Spanish settling in Florida, you would 

highlight Florida as being controlled by the Spanish, using your key as a guide.  That example should be easy because we all know 

where Florida is (right?).  But how about Quebec, or New Mexico, or Cuba, etc.  Don’t be afraid to turn to the internet to help you, but 

some maps are better than others!  Due on Day 1 of class. 

 
  

Key 
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Part 2: Below is a list of dates that many historians consider “turning points” in American history—times where the country shifted course, 

evolved in some way, addressed an issue, etc.  While I’m aware that this list might be relatively meaningless to you at this point (since 

you haven’t really studied US History in-depth) knowledge of these turning points will help you succeed on the AP test, so let’s get a 

jump on it.  Your task is to memorize this list—know the date, the event, and why it is significant.  Be prepared to answer any type of 

question that could be derived from this list such as (but not limited to) “What year was Jamestown founded?”, or “What turning point 

event happened in 1607?”, or “Which event signaled the beginning of British colonization in North America?”  YOU WILL BE 

TESTED ON THIS INFORMATION THE FIRST DAY OF CLASS.  BE READY!   
 

• 1492—Columbus’ ships arrive in the Americas, signaling the first sustained contact between the peoples of Europe and the Western 

Hemisphere 

• 1607—Jamestown founded, signaling the beginning of British colonization of the Americas  

• 1732—Georgia founded, signaling the end of British colonization of North America 

• 1754—French and Indian War begins, signaling the height of rivalry between European powers for dominance in the Americas 

• 1763—French and Indian War ends, signaling Britain’s victory over the French and control of North America 

• 1776—Declaration of Independence signed, signaling the colonies’ break from Great Britain 

• 1787—Constitutional Convention meets in Philadelphia, writing the framework of government still in use today. 

• 1793—Proclamation of Neutrality issued, signaling a basic element of America’s foreign policy for the next 150 years. 

• 1800—Thomas Jefferson elected president, ushering in an era of the “common man” 

• 1803—Louisiana Purchase acquired, doubling the size of the US 

• 1812—The War of 1812 (also known as the “Second War for Independence”) begins against the British 

• 1815—1812 The War of 1812 (also known as the “Second War for Independence”) ends  

• 1820—Missouri Compromise signed, signaling unity and willingness to compromise between the North and South on the slavery issue 

• 1823—Monroe Doctrine issued, signaling another basic element of America foreign policy—control of the Western Hemisphere 

• 1846—Mexican-American War begins, signaling America’s willingness to go to war over control of North America 

• 1848—Mexican-American War ends, with the US acquiring the land known as the “Mexican Cession” (including California) 

• 1850—Compromise of 1850 signed into law, signaling Northern and Southern willingness to preserve the Union one last time  

• 1861—Civil War begins, indicating that sectional tensions between the North and South have become irreconcilable. 

• 1865—Civil War ends with the North’s victory over the South—ends slavery, begins “Reconstruction” 

• 1877—Reconstruction ends, leaving the newly freed African Americans at the mercy of Southern states 

• 1890—Sherman Anti-Trust Act signed into law signaling a new concern in American life—the growth of massive corporations with 

enormous (perhaps too much?) power. 

• 1898—Spanish American War begins and ends, symbolizing America’s embrace of a new foreign policy trend--imperialism 

• 1914—World War I begins in Europe, but the US declares its neutrality 

• 1917—US enters WWI, indicating that neutrality didn’t work 

• 1918—WWI Ends, with the Allied Powers (including the US) victorious over the Central Powers (led by Germany) 

• 1929—Great Depression begins, indicating that the “Roaring 20s” have come to an end and America’s economy is in serious trouble 

• 1932—FDR elected to the presidency, signaling a new approach to combating the Great Depression known as the New Deal 

• 1939—WWII Begins in Europe and Asia—the US declares neutrality 

• 1941—US enters World War II, signaling that neutrality didn’t work 

• 1945—World War II ends, with the Allied Powers (including the US) victorious over the Axis Powers (led by Germany) 

• 1945—The Cold War begins between the US and USSR, a foreign policy trend which dominate the next 45 years. 

• 1954—Brown v. Board of Education decision ends legal school segregation, signaling the start of the modern Civil Rights Movement 

• 1962—President Kennedy defuses the “Cuban Missile Crisis”—perhaps the most tense moment of the Cold War 

• 1964—Congress passes the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution which leads to US engagement in Vietnam, signaling America’s willingness to 

use military force to contain the spread of communism 

• 1964—Congress passes Civil Rights Act, ending legal segregation and discrimination and symbolizing the most significant victory of 

the Civil Rights Movement. 

• 1968—the “Tet Offensive” occurs, symbolizing America’s struggles in Vietnam 

• 1973—Paris Peace Accords are signed, ending US involvement in Vietnam 

• 1980—Ronald Reagan elected to the presidency, signaling a shift from the liberal politics of the post-war era to a re-emergence of 

conservative social and economic policies. 

• 1989—Berlin Wall falls, ushering in the end of the Cold War 

• 2001—The World Trade Center and Pentagon are attacked, indicating the emergence of a new threat for the 21st century—terrorism. 

 

Part 3: To better facilitate communication, sign up to receive my text-based or email reminders on “Remind”, a simple service that allows me 

to send text message (or email) reminders directly to you.  Here’s how to sign up: 

 

To receive messages via text, text @roschapush to 81010.  Within minutes you should get a text back indicating that you’ve signed up 

for this service and giving you a few further instructions.  If it asks for your name please give me the name you’ll want to be called in 

class.  If you’d rather receive an email instead of a text, the send an email to roschapush@mail.remind.com.  Leave everything blank 

(subject, body of the email, etc.).  You should receive a confirmation email soon thereafter.  Signing up for Remind notifications is 

DUE BY MAY 31!! 

 

That’s it!  Be on the lookout for “Reminds” throughout the summer. 

mailto:2021apus@mail.remind.com

